Grade 8 TEKS

§110.24. English Language Arts and Reading, Grade 8, Adopted 2017.
(b) Knowledge and skills.

(1) Reading/Fluency. Students read grade-level text with fluency and comprehension. Students are
expected to adjust fluency when reading aloud grade-level text based on the reading purpose and the
nature of the text.

(2) Reading/Vocabulary Development. Students understand new vocabulary and use it when reading
and writing. Students are expected to:

(A) determine the meaning of grade-level academic English words derived from Latin, Greek, or other
linguistic roots and affixes;

(B) use context (within a sentence and in larger sections of text) to determine or clarify the meaning of
unfamiliar or ambiguous words or words with novel meanings;

(D) identify common words or word parts from other languages that are used in written English (e.g.,
phenomenon, charisma, chorus, passé, flora, fauna); and

(20) Writing/Conventions of Language/Handwriting. Students write legibly and use appropriate
capitalization and punctuation conventions in their compositions. Students will continue to apply earlier
standards with greater complexity. Students are expected to:

(A) use conventions of capitalization; and

(B) use correct punctuation marks, including:

(i) commas after introductory structures and dependent adverbial clauses, and correct punctuation of
complex sentences; and

(ii) semicolons, colons, hyphens, parentheses, brackets, and ellipses.
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(21) Oral and Written Conventions/Spelling. Students spell correctly. Students are expected to spell
correctly, including using various resources to determine and check correct spellings.

(26) Listening and Speaking/Listening. Students will use comprehension skills to listen attentively to
others in formal and informal settings. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater
complexity. Students are expected to:

(A) listen to and interpret a speaker's purpose by explaining the content, evaluating the delivery of the
presentation, and asking questions or making comments about the evidence that supports a speaker's
claims;

(B) follow and give complex oral instructions to perform specific tasks, answer questions, or solve
problems; and

(C) summarize formal and informal presentations, distinguish between facts and opinions, and
determine the effectiveness of rhetorical devices.

(27) Listening and Speaking/Speaking. Students speak clearly and to the point, using the conventions of
language. Students will continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity. Students are
expected to advocate a position using anecdotes, analogies, and/or illustrations, and use eye contact,
speaking rate, volume, enunciation, a variety of natural gestures, and conventions of language to
communicate ideas effectively.

(28) Listening and Speaking/Teamwork. Students work productively with others in teams. Students will
continue to apply earlier standards with greater complexity. Students are expected to participate
productively in discussions, plan agendas with clear goals and deadlines, set time limits for speakers,
take notes, and vote on key issues.
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§113.20. Social Studies, Grade 8, Beginning with School Year 2011-2012.
(b) Knowledge and skills.

(2) History. The student understands the causes of exploration and colonization eras. The student is
expected to:

(A) identify reasons for European exploration and colonization of North America; and

(24) Culture. The student understands the major reform movements of the 19th century. The student is
expected to:

(A) describe the historical development of the abolitionist movement; and

(B) evaluate the impact of reform movements, including educational reform, temperance, the women's
rights movement, prison reform, abolition, the labor reform movement, and care of the disabled.

(26) Culture. The student understands the relationship between the arts and the times during which
they were created. The student is expected to:

(C) analyze the relationship between fine arts and continuity and change in the American way of life.

(30) Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is
expected to:

(A) use social studies terminology correctly;

(B) use standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, punctuation, and proper citation of sources;

(C) transfer information from one medium to another, including written to visual and statistical to
written or visual, using computer software as appropriate; and
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(D) create written, oral, and visual presentations of social studies information.

(31) Social studies skills. The student uses problem-solving and decision-making skills, working
independently and with others, in a variety of settings. The student is expected to:

(A) use a problem-solving process to identify a problem, gather information, list and consider options,
consider advantages and disadvantages, choose and implement a solution, and evaluate the
effectiveness of the solution; and

(B) use a decision-making process to identify a situation that requires a decision, gather information,
identify options, predict consequences, and take action to implement a decision.
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§117.202. Art, Middle School 1, Adopted 2013.
(c) Knowledge and skills.

(1) Foundations: observation and perception. The student develops and expands visual literacy skills
using critical thinking, imagination, and the senses to observe and explore the world by learning about,
understanding, and applying the elements of art, principles of design, and expressive qualities. The
student uses what the student sees, knows, and has experienced as sources for examining,
understanding, and creating original artworks. The student is expected to:

(A) identify and illustrate concepts from direct observation, original sources, personal experiences, and
communities such as family, school, cultural, local, regional, national, and international;

(B) understand and apply the elements of art, including line, shape, color, texture, form, space, and
value, as the fundamentals of art in personal artworks using art vocabulary appropriately;

(D) discuss the expressive properties of artworks such as appropriation, meaning, narrative, message,
and symbol using art vocabulary accurately.

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas through original artworks using a variety of
media with appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas creatively while challenging the
imagination, fostering reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and progressive problemsolving skills. The student is expected to:

(A) create original artworks based on direct observations, original sources, personal experiences, and
the community;

(B) apply the art-making process to solve problems and generate design solutions; and

(C) produce artworks, including drawings, paintings, prints, sculptures/modeled forms, ceramics, fiber
art, photographic imagery, and digital art and media, using a variety of materials.
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§117.203. Art, Middle School 2, Adopted 2013.
(b) Knowledge and skills.

(1) Foundations: observation and perception. The student develops and expands visual literacy skills
using critical thinking, imagination, and the senses to observe and explore the world by learning about,
understanding, and applying the elements of art, principles of design, and expressive qualities. The
student uses what the student sees, knows, and has experienced as sources for examining,
understanding, and creating original artworks. The student is expected to:

(A) identify and illustrate ideas from direct observation, original sources, imagination, personal
experiences, and communities such as family, school, cultural, local, regional, national, and
international;

(B) compare and contrast the elements of art, including line, shape, color, texture, form, space, and
value, as the fundamentals of art in personal artworks using vocabulary accurately;

(C) compare and contrast the principles of design, including emphasis, repetition/pattern,
movement/rhythm, contrast/variety, balance, proportion, and unity, in personal artworks using
vocabulary accurately; and

(D) understand and apply the expressive properties of artworks such as appropriation, meaning,
narrative, message, and symbol using art vocabulary accurately.

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas through original artworks using a variety of
media with appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas creatively while challenging the
imagination, fostering reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and progressive problemsolving skills. The student is expected to:

(A) create original artworks that express a variety of ideas based on direct observations, original
sources, and personal experiences, including memory, identity, imagination, and the community;

(B) apply the art-making process to solve problems and generate design solutions;
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(C) apply technical skills effectively using a variety of materials to produce artworks, including drawings,
paintings, prints, sculptures/modeled forms, ceramics, fiber art, photographic imagery, and digital art
and media; and

(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student demonstrates an understanding of art history and
culture by analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of cultures. The student develops
global awareness and respect for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. The student is
expected to:

(A) analyze ways that global, cultural, historical, and political issues influence artworks;

(B) analyze selected artworks to determine contemporary relevance in relationship to universal themes
such as belief, cultural narrative, life cycles, the passage of time, identity, conflict, and cooperation;

(C) compare and contrast relationships that exist between a society's art and its music, literature, and
architecture; and
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§117.204. Art, Middle School 3, Adopted 2013.
(b) Knowledge and skills.

(1) Foundations: observation and perception. The student develops and expands visual literacy skills
using critical thinking, imagination, and the senses to observe and explore the world by learning about,
understanding, and applying the elements of art, principles of design, and expressive qualities. The
student uses what the student sees, knows, and has experienced as sources for examining,
understanding, and creating original artworks. The student is expected to:

(A) identify and illustrate concepts from direct observation, original sources, imagination, personal
experience, and communities such as family, school, cultural, local, regional, national, and international;

(B) evaluate the elements of art, including line, shape, color, texture, form, space, and value, as the
fundamentals of art in personal artworks using vocabulary accurately;

(C) evaluate the principles of design, including emphasis, repetition/pattern, movement/rhythm,
contrast/variety, balance, proportion, and unity, in personal artworks using vocabulary accurately; and

(D) compare and contrast the expressive properties of artworks, including appropriation, meaning,
narrative, message, and symbol, using vocabulary accurately.

(2) Creative expression. The student communicates ideas through original artworks using a variety of
media with appropriate skills. The student expresses thoughts and ideas creatively while challenging the
imagination, fostering reflective thinking, and developing disciplined effort and progressive problemsolving skills. The student is expected to:

(A) create original artworks expressing themes found through direct observation; original sources;
personal experiences, including memory, identity, and imagination; and the community;

(B) apply the art-making process to solve problems and generate design solutions;
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(C) create artworks by selecting appropriate art materials, including drawings, paintings, prints,
sculptures/modeled forms, ceramics, fiber art, photographic imagery, and digital art and media;

(E) create experimental artworks using installation, performance, or collaboration.

(3) Historical and cultural relevance. The student demonstrates an understanding of art history and
culture by analyzing artistic styles, historical periods, and a variety of cultures. The student develops
global awareness and respect for the traditions and contributions of diverse cultures. The student is
expected to:

(A) analyze ways in which global, contemporary, historical, and political issues have influenced art;

(B) analyze cultural ideas expressed in artworks relating to social, political, and environmental themes
such as environment/nature, conflict and power, relationships to others, and reality/fantasy;

(C) evaluate the relationships that exist among a society's art, music, theatre, and dance; and

(D) compare and contrast career and avocational opportunities in art such as various design, museum,
and fine arts fields.

(4) Critical evaluation and response. The student responds to and analyzes artworks of self and others,
contributing to the development of the lifelong skills of making informed judgments and reasoned
evaluations. The student is expected to:

(A) create written and oral responses about personal or collaborative artworks addressing purpose,
technique, organization, judgment, and personal expression;

(B) analyze original artworks and portfolios using a method of critique such as describing the artwork,
analyzing the way it is organized, interpreting the artist's intention, and evaluating the success of the
artwork;
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